I6 APRIL IS IN MY MISTRESS’ FACE
THOMAS MORLEY

Madrigals a 4 (1594), i

April is in my mistress’ face,
And July in her eyes hath place.
Within her bosom is September,

But in her heart a cold December.

The word July should be stressed on the first syllable. Over-subtle attempts at vocal expression
of the four seasons are clearly out of place in such a short and simple madrigal, yet a slight
holding back on the melisma of ‘September’ and a more deliberate tempo (assisted by ‘white’
tone~colour) for the last line may serve to enhance the character of the performance as a whole.
Morley probably took the idea from Vecchi’s setting (1587) of Livio Celiano’s poem Nel/
vis’ha un vago Aprile, where the first of nine verses presents a clear parallel.
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